
Dig Deeper
1. 
Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything that particularly caught your attention or challenged you?
2.  
Memory verse: “The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. (1 Tim 1:14)
· In what way can this verse impact how you live with Christ? 

Read 1 Timothy 1:12-20
3.
What would you say are “foundational” truths that are essential for our salvation? 

· How important is it to understand God’s Grace?

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them--yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. 1 Cor 15:10 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. Eph 2:8-10 
4.  Discuss the following definitions of Mercy & Grace, and how a proper understanding of each can help us in our life with Christ: 
· MERCY: “Not getting what I deserve” 
· GRACE: “Getting what I don’t deserve” 
5. 
God uses people despite their past. God has a long history of using less than perfect instruments for His purposes. In the following passages identify what or who God used to accomplish His purpose:
Numbers 22:22-35
Joshua 6:22-25
Matthew 1:5

John 4:4-17; 39-41

· Based on these stories, what kind of people can you expect to not only meet at church but see involved in serving together? 
· What encouragement do these stories give you regarding God’s willingness to use you?
6.   Paul was not only aware of his own past but also the past of the people in the churches he planted. Read the passages and describe the kinds of people who were in these churches: 


1 Corinthians 1:26-31
1 Corinthians 6:9-11


Titus 3:3-7

· Which of those things are most meaningful to you, or hard for you to accept? 
7.
What is your “Faith Story?”  
· Take time right now for individuals (those who want to) share how they came to Christ, and what He saved them from.
MAKE IT PERSONAL
Discuss one of the Personal Journey Challenges that you will apply this week. 
PRAYER REQUESTS
Be Authentic

1- Memorize: “The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. (1 Tim 1:14). Allow God to use this verse to impact how you react or respond to others this week. 
2- Take time this week to look and reflect on your past, what were you like, and where you are now because of Christ’s grace and mercy. Use that time of reflection to lead you to worship God as Paul did: “Glory and honor to God forever and ever. He is the King of the ages, the unseen one who never dies; he alone is God, and full of wisdom. Amen” (1 Tim 1:17). Remember with Christ who you have become: Galatians 2:20; 2 Corinthians 5:15-17; Colossians 1:27-28; 2:6-10. 
3-   Who do you know that may benefit fromhearing about things you experienced in life that could help them through the same situation? Pray for that person, and allow God to lead you to sharing your story with them or with someone who may seem far beyond the reach of God’s love. Trust God’s Word: “Your very lives are a letter that anyone can read by just looking at you. Christ himself wrote it—not with ink, but with God's living Spirit; not chiseled into stone, but carved into human lives—and we publish it.” (2 Cor 3:2-3, MSG)
Resources:
1 & 2 Timothy, R. Kent Hughes 
The Practice of Godliness, Jerry Bridges 

Be Authentic

Doing Church Right 
Look Who's Coming To Church 1 Tim 1:12-20
Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners--of whom I am the worst.

1 Tim 1:15
Grace Experienced
· MERCY: “Not ​​​​__________ what I deserve”
· GRACE: “Getting what I __________t deserve”
Grace Empowered
· Means I am no long ___  ____________
Grace Exposed
· Means living a life of ____________ and _____________
Be Authentic
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