
Dig Deeper
1. 
Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything that particularly caught your attention or challenged you?
2.  
Memory verse: “The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.” (1 Tim 1:5)
· In what way can this verse impact how you live with Christ? 

· What are some ways we can make sure this is our goal in everything we do in 2012?
Read 1 Timothy 1:1-11
3.
Paul states his purpose in writing this letter in 3:14-14, “Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions so that, if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God's household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.” 

· Why does how the church “conducts itself” matter?   

4. 
Notice Paul’s farewell address to the church in Ephesus in Acts (20:25-31):
· How did his warning become a reality? (1 Tim 1:6-7)
· Read Revelation 2:1-4, and discuss what the problem was at Ephesus according to John.
5.   The time between Paul’s farewell address and the letter to Timothy is less than 5 years: 
· How can a church spiritually fall that much in a relatively short period of time? 

· Can that happen to the church today? If so, then what can we do to prevent that from happening?
6.
Paul writes, “We know that the law is good if one uses it properly.” (1 Tim 1:8): 

· What are some ways that the “law” is misused? 

7.
It was stated that the ultimate goal of studying and knowing the Bible is not to simply fill our minds with biblical information, but it's to change the way we think about God and to connect with Him in the way we live. How do the following verses speak to this insight?
· Philippians 1:9-11

· Colossians 1:9-14

8.  Those who misuse the Bible often distort the meaning of a verse or passage by taking it out of context - forgetting who it was written to and the historical situation it was written in. One of the best ways to guarantee that we are properly interpreting any one biblical verse or passage is to compare it with the rest of the Bible How might that impact the interpretation and application of Joshua 1:8? 
Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.  
MAKE IT PERSONAL
Discuss one of the Personal Journey Challenges that you will apply this week. 
PRAYER REQUESTS
Be Authentic

1-  Memorize: “The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.” (1 Tim 1:5). Allow God to use this verse to impact how you react or respond to others this week. 
2-  Read through all of 1 Timothy several times this week. Write down any insights or questions you have. Prayerfully ask God to open your heart to how His truth can draw you closer to Him.
3-   Make a list of questions you have regarding your faith or other aspects of the Bible or theology. (No one is sure about everything). Then seek out Biblical counsel from a friend for a checkup on your teaching and understanding.  Remember David’s wisdom, “Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the course of your life.” (Prov 4:23)
Resources:
1 & 2 Timothy, R. Kent Hughes 
The Practice of Godliness, Jerry Bridges 

Be Authentic
 Doing Church Right 
Stop In the Name of the Law - 1 Tim 1:1-11
The whole point of what we're urging is simply love—love uncontaminated by self-interest and counterfeit faith, a life open to God.  1 Tim 1:5 (MSG) 
Introduction

It Matters How You ____________ --By F_______

It Matters What Your ___________ Are—By L_______

 It Matters What You ______________--By G_________ 
Be Authentic
January 8, 2012





Growth Group Questions





Personal Journey Challenge





Sermon Notes








