
Dig Deeper
1. 
Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything that particularly caught your attention or challenged you?
2.  
Memory verse: “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” Galatians 2:20  
· In what way can this verse impact how you live with Christ? 

3.
How can keeping our focus on why Jesus was born and who we are in Christ become key to being content and dealing with the highs and lows of life’s expectations?

· How can 2 Peter 1:3-10 help us further appreciate all that Jesus has done for us? 
· What possible steps could we take to help keep that perspective?
4. 
As you reflect on the first Christmas, discuss all the difficulties that Mary and Joseph might have had to deal with (Luke 1 & 2).
· What insights are helpful in understanding how God works in our lives during difficult times?

· Share how you have seen God intervene in the middle of a dark, difficult or painful season of your life.
5.  How can Joshua 1:7-9 help us understand our role and God’s promises to us in tough times? 

6.
According to the following verses, what happens when Christ is in our life? 

· 1 Cor 6:19-20, Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body. 

· 1 Cor 8:9, Be careful, however, that the exercise of your freedom does not become a stumbling block to the weak.  
· 1 Cor 9:22-27 To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some. I do all this for the sake of the gospel that I may share in its blessings. Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever.  Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.  
· 1 Cor 13:4-7 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails. 
· 1 Cor 15:55-58 "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?"  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 

MAKE IT PERSONAL
Discuss one of the Personal Journey Challenges that you will apply this week. 
PRAYER REQUESTS
A Gift to Regift – “God With Us”

1-  Memorize: “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” (Galatians 2:2). Allow God to use this verse to impact how you react or respond to others this week. 
2-  As the events of that first Christmas unfolded, “Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart” (Luke 2:19).  In order to see God’s work in the midst of life’s confusion, we too need to take time to “ponder” God’s work and Word in our life.  Find a few minutes to get away by yourself to read the Christmas story (Luke 2:1-20), and ask God to help you see the evidence of his fingerprints in your own life as you live out the role you’ve been called to play in his great story.
3-  Celebrating the birth of Christ and the power of his willingness to die so that we might live. It is in him that we experience life. How does Isaiah 9:6-7 describe Jesus far beyond a baby in a manger? Ask God to reveal who Christ is “in you,” to impact how He lives through you this coming week.
Resources:
With, Skye Jethani 
A Gift to Regift – “God With Us”
 Regift This Christmas
Regift Christ
Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

2 Corinthians 9:15 
Thanks Be To God 

God Thanks for the Gift of…
Indescribable Gift:

Gift of Salvation


Gift of Life


Gift of Christ In Me
A Gift to Regift – “God With Us”
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